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Laszld Kovér: support for Hungarians living abroad serves the development

of the unified Carpathian Basin

Speaking to the Hungarian news site Az Uzlet, the Speaker of the Hungarian National
Assembly Laszl6 Kovér stressed that support for Hungarian communities and
entrepreneurs abroad not only serves Hungarian interests, but also the development
of the entire Carpathian Basin. The House Speaker emphasized that in order to
preserve Hungarian communities abroad, not only should the Hungarian institutional
system be strengthened, but we must help these regions to become “livable” for
younger generations. They should therefore have Hungarian kindergartens,
workplaces, a supportive Hungarian professional environment and community
opportunities. Mr. Kévér added that this not only serves Hungarian interests, but also
the development of the unified Carpathian Basin. Speaking about Transcarpathia, he
said that in this region we need to fight for the preservation of the acquired rights of
the Hungarian community.

Gergely Gulyas: Hungarians must become the winners of the 21st century
Addressing a forum for Hungarian high school students from the Carpathian Basin
organized by the Rakdczi Association, Minister of the Prime Minister’s Office Gergely
Gulyas said that “Hungary and the Hungarian nation lost the 20th century, and so it is
our joint task to become the winners of the 21st century.” The forum was attended by
600 students from all parts of the Carpathian Basin. The Minister stressed that “we
rarely see so many young people together.” He added that 2020 will provide many
opportunities for commemorations: people have been able to live freely in this region
for 30 years, and 100 years ago the Treaty of Trianon was signed, with Hungary thus
losing two thirds of its territory. The Minister stressed that “whether or not
Hungarians of the world can stand united, how their numbers will change and what
future they will have all depends on us.”

New education program for young Hungarians living in the diaspora

Speaking at a press conference in Budapest, Ministerial Commissioner responsible for
Hungarian Communities Abroad Péter Szilagyi and head of the Grammar School of the
Reformed College of Sarospatak Csaba Nagy-Bal6 announced that a new five-year
program is being launched for young Hungarians living in the diaspora. Mr. Szilagyi
said that as part of the new initiative, Hungarians - or young people of Hungarian
descent - can study in Hungary in the Grammar School of the Reformed College of
Sarospatak for five years. The call for applications is open for those young Hungarians
between the age of 14-15 who have finished the 8th grade, and who are pursuing
community activity (for example at weekend schools, folk music or dance groups,
scouting or church communities). The Ministerial Commissioner added that the aim
of the program is for Hungarians in diaspora to return to their countries after
graduating from high school and to strengthen their Hungarian communities at home.
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Hunor Kelemen: “I am certain that in 2020 the mayoral election will not be in

two rounds”

Speaking to the Agerpres news agency, Hunor Kelemen, the Chairman of the
Democratic Alliance of Hungarians in Romania (RMDSZ), said that every lawmaker
who disagrees with the draft law on two-round mayoral elections in Romania must
vote for the motion of no confidence against the Government. Mr. Kelemen added that
Parliament must vote on the motion of no confidence as soon as possible. He added:
“We will vote for the motion of no confidence, and some of us even signed it. We are
doing this because we consider it unacceptable to amend the law on elections six or
twelve months before the local elections.”
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Gyula Bardos: Hungarians in Slovakia need successful elections

Speaking to the Hungarian daily Magyar Nemzet, the head of CSEMADOK Gyula
Bardos - who leads the list of the Unity of Hungarian Community (MKO) - stressed
that Hungarians in Slovakia need to succeed in elections in order to have
representation in the Slovakian Parliament and manage to “lift” Southern Slovakia. He
added that Hungarians must achieve results which can ensure their “permanence and
development.” Mr. Bardos also stressed that the collective rights of Hungarians must
be guaranteed. He recalled that the Hungarian community in Slovakia has been
divided for more than a decade, but the list of the Unity of the Hungarian Community
has managed to fill this gap and bring Hungarians onto one platform.
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National unity and strong Hungarian communities

State Secretary for Hungarian communities abroad Arpad Janos Potéapi has given an
interview to the Hungarian television station in Vojvodina Pannon RTV. Mr. Potapi
said that a decision by the Hungarian National Assembly has designated 2020 as the
Year of National Unity, and the State Secretariat for Hungarian Communities Abroad
has also launched the thematic Year of Strong Hungarian Communities. The State
Secretary added that the two thematic years will be realized in parallel,
complementing each other. He added that the past 100 years has proved that despite
every hardship, Hungarians have survived, strengthened and achieved great success.
The aim of the Hungarian Government, he said, is to present these great achievements
and successful communities which can be examples for young people in the 21st
century. He said that the details of the program year will be announced as part of a
press conference in February. Mr. Potdpi added that among the programs will be a
large-scale sports camp for young people from the Carpathian Basin and a mentor
program (as part of the Hungarian Economic Development Program).
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Another kindergarten is renovated in Transcarpathia from Hungarian

Government’ support

Speaking to the Hungarian news agency MTI, State Secretary for Hungarian
Communities Abroad Arpad Janos Potapi said that a further kindergarten has been
renovated in Transcarpathia as part of the Carpathian Basin Nursery School Program
- this time in Csontos/ Kostryno. The State Secretary stressed that “It is a pleasure
that this is the second nursery school joining the program which is attended only by
Ukrainian children, since Csontos/Kostryno is a purely Ukrainian village”. He added
that the institution has 40 children who will learn the Hungarian language. The State
Secretary emphasized that it is extremely important for different nationalities to
become familiar with one another’s’ cultures, and therefore for Ukrainians to learn
about Hungarian culture.

Transcarpathian newspaper Karpati Igaz Szé celebrates its centenary
Speaking at an event in Ungvar/Uzhhorod celebrating the centenary of the
Transcarpathian Hungarian newspaper Karpati Igaz Sz6, Prime Ministerial
Commissioner Katalin Szili stressed that the Hungarian press plays an extremely
important role in the strengthening of national unity. Mrs. Szili said that “being
Transcarpathian means that although pens and rulers of great powers can trace lines
and geographically divide regions, the Hungarian community remains constant.” She
added that this is also true about the Karpati Igaz Sz6: the newspaper launched one
hundred years ago has survived dictatorship and ideologies, and today - “standing on
its own feet” - is an independent online and print outlet with a modern editorial staff
and a real, coherent community.
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